FORMAL OPENING CELEBRATION OF

anniversary, Supreme Basileus Mary

Shy Scott formally opened the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Archives to the public on
Saturday, November B, 1993, on the cam-
pus of Howard University in Washington,
D.C. Over three hundred sorors and guests
attended.

The theme was "85 Years of Service:
Continuing the Legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority 1908-1993", The program took
place in the beautiful historic Andrew
Ramkin Memorial Chapel where the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Founders' Commemorative
Window is located. Greetings were extendead

In celebration of the sorority’s 85th

to evervone by the mavor of the District of
Columbia, Soror Sharon Pratt Kelly, Soror
Berna Rbodes, zecond supreme anti-basalews
presented the occasion as North Atlantic
:  regional director Evma Barron gave the
] N response.

AL e ! o
" e 5 et First Suprere Anti-Boasileus Eva L. Evans
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L!Tu'n.'r.:::'{q.t ’ it the International Archives Committee gave

Soror Sheeroey Praff Welly, roayer of IWashiogtors, D0 appdauds wxth Somes Eoe L. Evaris, Firdt
Suprerne Arifi-Fesienss, arad Moy Sy Sooft, Segworne Bafims okering e iormal opendng of the
Alpfur Herpa Al Arofives,
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Sorors fouring the Moorland Spingar Rescarch Contler look aver the archivoe contforits doces-
srmitinyg the hestory of Al Kappe Alphr Soeraity,

an overview of the histary and contents of
the archives,

Alzo in attendance were Dr, Frankibn D,
Jenifer, president of Howard Universby, Rew
Drv. Bernard Richardson, dean of the Chapel,
Rev. Dr. Evans Crawford, dean emeritus of

Somor Sharory Praft Kelly addresses sorors and
gtz af Fowerd Lruvenaly

the Chapel, Rev. Deborah MeGill-Jackson
ard D, Thomas C. Battle, director of the
Moorland-Spingam Research Center where
the Alpha Happa Alpha Archives are located,
There was 2 tour of the archives following

the program.
The Xi Omega Ensemble of Xi Omega
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THE ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA ARCHIVES

Chapter in Washington, D.C. provided musi-
cal selections.

Avery special ceremony which took place
that weekend occurred the preceding
evening. The granddaughters of founder
Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, Muriel Jean Lyle
Smith and Andrea Joan Lyle Wilson, were
inducted as honorary members of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,

The remainder of the weckend was apent
touring the National Museum of African Art ‘;msrma!_:.mw:&hmbkdmhhhu Kooy | '-.E'm-}mr Chaped ooy e copess of Hooard for

and attending a worship service held at e formal publie apening of the Alphe Keppa Alpfia Anchines:
Rankin Chapel. fiwet) D, Thaemas C. feftle, Divoctor of e MosrladkSatwparm Research Canter spoaks fo e

cepaacily-ilied audiece.
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The Alpha Kappa Alpha Archives was established in 1978 to
document and preserve the sorority's rich history and con-
tributions to society. The archives are administered by the
manuscript division of the Moorland-Spingarn Research
Center (MSRC). which is composed of four departments:
Manuscripts: music: oral history and prints; and photographs.

The archives conlains sorority publications, inchuding fiy
Leal magiazines, history books, and the Alpfia Kappa Afpha
Heritage Series. MSRC holdings also consist of sorority doc-
uments, photographs, papers of sorority founders and
supreme basilei, and contributions from individual sorors,
family, friends and other organizations.

The Howard University Archives, also located in MSRC,
houses a special collection of “Howardiana,” which includes
a collection of periodicals, yearbooks and clippings of cer-
tain articles and photographs concerning the activities of
Alpha Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha

The primary focus of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Archives in
19493 is still the same as it was during its inception in 1977:

*» To further develop the relationship between MSRC and
the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority for the ongoing admin-
istration of the archives project.

* To establish a records schedule for the routine and sys-
tematic transfer of Inactive records from Lhe
International Headguarters to the archives.

* To renew efforts to identify, survey, and arrange for
transfer to the archives, the records of past interna-
tional officers.

Uprpate: THE ALPHA KaPPA ALPHA INTERNATIONAL ARCHIVES
AT THE MOORLAND-SPINGARN RESEARCH CENTER

#» Tocontinue efforts to locate records of the founders
and early members of the sorority.

& To outline plans for processing the records that are lo
be made available for research.

» To establish procedures for access Lo the records in the
archives.

« Torenew the Alpha Kappa Alpha oral history project.

» To encourage chapters to continue the preparation of

written histories.

= Todevelop guidelines for the preservation and care of

the records documenting the history and activities of
chapters and regons.

Each soror has a responsibility to the development of the
archives. If you are aware of materials you believe are appro-
priate for the Alpha Kappa Alpha Archives, the Alpha Rappa
Alpha Boutique has awilable a copy of the Archives Handbook
(see order form on page 72) which details the types of mate-
rials sougtht for submission and how to submit them, or you
may contact Soror Anne Mitchem-Davis, at 11104 Oak Leaf
Drive, Silver Spring. Md., 20901 or Ms. Karen Jefferson,
Curator of Manuscripts, MSRC, (202) 806-7479 or T4580.

This information was compiled and excerpled i parl
from the Spring 19689 fssue of loy Leaf,
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